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PREFACE 


Although as strong numerically as all other Prot- 
estantism combined, there is hardly a Church whose 
teachings are more misunderstood or unknown 
among English-speaking people in America than 
those of the Evangelical Lutheran Church. The. 
writer, in his twelve years’ experience as a mission- 
ary pastor in Chicago, has often felt the need of a 
straightforward, simple and concise setting forth 
of the main teachings of his Church with their 
Scriptural basis; which could be quickly read by 
busy men, who would not take the time to read a 
larger book. In our humble way we have tried to 
meet this need. 

For the sake of conciseness and clearness we 
have used the catechetical method; and to avoid 
repetitions, and desiring to permit God Himself to 
speak through His own Word, “the power of God 
unto salvation to everyone that believeth,” the an- 
swers, as far as consistent with clearness, are given 
directly in the words of Scripture. Thus, also, the 
scripturalness of the Lutheran faith will at once 
be apparent. The Bible text used is that of the 
American Standard Revised Bible (1901), as the 
most accurate English translation. Also, for the 
sake of brevity, we have been content, as a rule, to 
give but one passage for each thought, although 
many equally strong passages might often easily 
have been given. 
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The writer claims no originality for all of either 
the questions or the answers, but many of the 
Lutheran catechisms have been consulted. 

If this booklet will lead any to a clearer under- 
standing of the teachings of the Evangelical Lu- 
theran Church and of Scripture, or to search the 
Word of God more diligently for the Way, the 
Truth and the Life, the purpose of the writer will 
be accomplished. 

G.“PRES 


Cricaco, Irn, LENT, IQII. 


CONTENTS 


PAGE 

EPRTCOORTUAITH 6.0. .ct cc scccecessvcccsee 7 
MPIC ENING GOD........6...000cc00e pet ee Mica 8 
III Concerninc Mriractes ........... St Sar 6 | 
MONCERNING ANGELS ...............0000- eee. 12 
MUETINGONVIAN .,. 0... ccc ccc ste scecaceccseee 13 
SeeINCERNING JESUS CHRIST ..........ec0eeeceseee 15 
VII ConcERNING THE Hoty Spirit anp His Work.... 18 
DIMONCERNING THE CHURCH ......-..cs-cccesceses 22 


MAC ONCERNING THE Hoty SCRIPTURES =.........-. 23 
X CoNCERNING THE MEANS OF GRACE ..........++++ 24 
XI CoNCERNING THE SACRAMENT OF Hoty BapTIsM.. 27 
XII ConcERNING THE SACRAMENT OF THE Lorp’s SuP- 
Oh ere nate Pt pane We ase ee 30 
SeEEPSONCERNING THE LAST THINGS ............00: 733 


fo 
ee, 
= 


_ WHAT LUTHERANS BELIEVE. 


I 


THEIR RULE OF FAITH 


1. On what do Lutherans base their faith? 

The Bible is their infallible rule of faith. 

2. Of what authority is the Bible? 

“Every Scripture inspired of God is also profit- 
able for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction which is in righteousness” (2 Tim. 
BeiO):. 

3. If man’s reason and the Bible conflict, which 
is to be believed? 

The Bible. 

4. Why? 

The Bible is the fruit of divine Revelation, while 
man’s mind is limited and subject to deception. It 
is the greatest folly on the part of man to expect 
to understand the powers, providences and nature 
of God, except through faith in God’s Revelation 
of them. 

5: But do not Lutherans believe confessions, like 
the Apostles’ Creed, Luther’s Small Catechism, The 
Augsburg Confession, etc. ? 

Yes; but only because they are a correct ex- 
| position of the Bible. Whatever conflicts with the 
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Bible must be rejected. “Whosoever goeth onward 
and abideth not in the teaching of Christ, hath not 
God: he that abideth in the teaching, the same 
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hath both the Father and the Son. If anyone com-_ 


eth unto you, and bringeth not this teaching, re- 


ceive him not into your house, and give him no | 
greeting: for he that giveth him greeting partaketh © 


in his evil works” (2 John 9-11). “There are some 
that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of 
Christ. But though we, or an angel from heaven, 
should preach unto you any gospel other than that 
which we preached unto you, let him be anathema” 
(Galsic7ea)s 

6. Is it a certain order of service or a certain 
arrangement of chancel and church furniture that 
makes a church a Lutheran church? 

No; it is the faith. There are many diverse 
forms of services and different arrangements of 
the chancel and church furnishings in the Lutheran 
Church, but only one faith, viz., “The doctrine of 
Christ.” 

it 


CoNCERNING Gop 


7. What is God? 

“God is a spirit” (John 4:24); “From everlast- 
ing to everlasting” (Ps. 90:2); “Fills heaven and 
earth” (Jer. 23:24); “Great is our Lord, and 
mighty im power; His understanding is infinite” 
(Ps. 147:5; “Holy is Jehovah of hosts” (Isa. 
6:3); “He loveth righteousness and justice; the 
earth is full of the lovingkindness of Jehovah” 
(Ps. 33:5); “God is love” (1 John 4:8). * 

8. Of how many kinds is the knowledge of God? 

Two; natural and revealed. 

9. What is meant by natural knowledge? 

“That which is known of God is manifest in 
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them, for God manifested it unto them. For the 
invisible things of him since the creation of the 
world are clearly seen, being perceived through the 
things that are made, even his everlasting power 
and divinity; that they may be without excuse” 
(Rom. 1:19, 20); 1.e., it is knowledge implanted 
in the hearts of all men by nature, and learned 
from the works of God in all creation. 

Io. Can one be saved through this natural knowl- 
edge? 

No; because this natural knowledge cannot tell 
us of Jesus and how we are saved through His 
vicarious sacrifice, ‘‘and in none other is there sal- 
vation” (Acts 4:12); wherefore God gave us His 
Feveration. 

11. What is the revealed knowledge of God? 

That which He has given us in the Bible in 
_ which God has revealed both Himself and His 
will. “For no prophecy ever came by the will of 
man: but men spake from God, being moved by the 
Peyeopiri §=(2 Pet. 1:21). “For seeing that in 
the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom 
knew not God, it was God’s good pleasure through 
the foolishness of preaching to save them that be- 
fieve +(i Cor. 1:21). 

12. Who is the true God in His essence? 

“He is God the Father, God the Son, God the 
Holy Ghost; three distinct persons in one eternal, 
undivided, and indivisible essence.” “The grace 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 
the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all” 
(2 Cor. 13:14). “Jehovah our God is one Jehovah” 
(Deut. 6: 4). 

13. What is the gracious will of God? 
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“As I live, saith the Lord Jehovah, I have no 
pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that the 
wicked turn from his way and live” (Ezek. 33: 
11). “The Lord . . . is longsuffering to you-ward, 
not wishing that any should perish, but that all 
should come to repentance” (2 Pet. 3:9). “Who 
would have all men to be saved, and come to the 
knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim. 2:4). “God so 
loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth on him ‘should not 
perish, but have eternal life” (John 3: 16). 

14. In what three ways does the providence of 
God manifest itself? 

(a) Preservation. “Thou preservest man and 
beast” (Ps. 36:6). “In him all things consist” 
(Col. 1:17). “The eyes of all wait for thee; and 
thou givest them their food in due season. Thou 
openest thy hand, and satisfiest the desire of every 
living thing” (Ps. 145:15, 16). 

(b) Co-operation. “He is not far from each one 
of us; for in him we live, and move, and have our 
being” (Acts 17:27, 28) ; “Upholding all things by 
the word of his power” (Heb. 1:3). 

(c) Government. “Are not two sparrows sold 
for a penny? and not one of them shall fall on the 
ground without your Father; but the very hairs of 
your head are all numbered” (Matt. 10: 20, 30). 
“A man’s heart deviseth his way; but Jehovah di- 
recteth his steps” (Prov. 16:9). 
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ie 
CONCERNING MIRACLES 


15. What is a miracle? 

A miracle is an extraordinary act of divine power, 
beyond and above the common course of nature 
and history. 

16. What does a miracle show? 

That there is a Power or Being who is above 
and controls the laws of nature. Otherwise, mira- 
cles were an impossibility. 

17. Are the miracles related in the Bible genuine 
and true? 

Yes. “If Christ hath not been raised, then is 
our preaching vain, your faith is also vain” (1 Cor. 
Sees but On the fact that Christ hath been 
raised from the dead the Christian Church is 
founded, and the existence of the Church is proof 
positive of His resurrection; for otherwise its ex- 
istence cannot be adequately accounted for. As 
the resurrection of Christ is the foremost of all 
Biblical miracles, we can easily accept all the other 
Biblical miracles as true. His resurrection proves 
Mipismiue oon of God (see Rom. 1:4); and that 
He could, therefore, do the miracles ascribed to 
Him, and truthfully say: “All authority hath been 
given unto me in heaven and on earth” (Matt. 28: 
18). God has made and works through the ordinary 
laws of nature, but is not Himself bound by them, 
and can exert His almighty power in extraordinary 
ways. 

18. Are miracles necessary ? 

Yes; otherwise God could not have revealed 
His will and salvation to us. 
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IG 
CONCERNING ANGELS 


19. Of how many kinds are the angels? 

Two; good and bad. 

20. What are the good angels? 

The good angels are holy and invisible spirits, 


who are now confirmed in blessedness, and whose 


employment consists in, 

(a) Praising God always, 

(b) Executing His commands, and 

(c) Protecting mankind. 

“Bless Jehovah, ye his angels, that are mighty in 
strength, that fulfill his word, hearkening unto 
the voice of his word” (Ps. 103:20). “Are they 
not all ministering spirits, sent forth to do service 
for the sake of them that shall inherit salvation?” 
(Hebi ra): 

21. What are the bad angels? 

The bad angels were created good and holy by 
God, but voluntarily fell from Him, and became 
declared enemies of God and men; therefore, they 
strive to offend God and to mislead men and de- 
prive them of salvation. “God spared not angels 
when they sinned, but cast them down to hell” (2 
Pet. 2:4). “Be sober, be watchful: your adversary, 
the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking 
whom he may devour” (1 Pet. 5:8). 

22. What place did God prepare for Satan, the 
chief of the bad angels, and his followers, whether 
angels or men? 

“Depart from me, ye cursed, into the eternal fire, 
which is prepared for the devil and his angels” 
GMatteasa41). 
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23. But do not many people in our day disbelieve 
‘in Satan and hell? 

Yes; but man’s disbelief will not destroy the 
existence of either Satan or hell, neither will it 
deliver from them. Whoever believes in the Sav- 
viour must also believe in Satan and hell, for “To 
this end was the Son of God manifested, that he 
might destroy the works of the devil” (1 John 
3:8); and He tells us that the lost “in Hades lifted 


up his eyes, being in torments. . . . And he cried 
and said, . . . 1am im anguish in this flame” (Luke 
foe 3; 24). 


CONCERNING MAN 


24. Account for the existence of man. 

“God created man in his own image, in the image 
of God created he him; male and female created 
eepeem (Gen. 1: 27). 

25. What was man’s condition at his creation? 

He was “in the image of God,” namely, righteous, 
and “God saw everything that he had made, and, 
behold, it was very good” (Gen. 1:31); without 
suffering (see Gen. 3:16) ; “Having dominion over 
every living thing” (Gen. 1:28); and immortal 
(see Gen. 2:17, and Rom. 6:23). 

26. What is man’s present natural condition? 

“Through one man sin entered into the world, 
and death through sin; and so death passed unto 
all men, for that all sinned” (Rom. 5:12). 

27. How many kinds of sin has man? 

Two; original and actual. 

28. Distinguish between original sin and actual 
sin. 

Original sin is the depravity of our nature, while 
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actual sin includes our thoughts, words and deeds 
contrary to God’s holy law. 

29. Show that man has original sin and that it — 
also condemns. 

“Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity; and 
m sin did my mother conceive me” (Ps. 51 S508 
“We were by nature children of wrath, even as the 
rest ( Ephs2ee3ie 

30. In how many ways may man commit actual 
sin? 

(a) By doing wrong. 

(b) By leaving the good undone, for “To him 
that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him 
it is sin” (James 4:17). 

31. What is the cause of sin? 

“Although God creates and preserves nature, yet 
the cause of sin is the will of the wicked, namely, 
the devil and impious men, which, without the as- 
sistance of God, turns itself against God.” —Augs- 
burg Confession. 

32. What is the condition of the natural man 
with reference to spiritual things? 

“Dead through trespasses and sins’ (Eph. 2: iy 
1.e., by nature we are spiritually dead, and there- 
fore can do nothing toward our spiritual life by our 
own will or power, but the Holy Spirit must call us 
through the gospel, enlighten us with His gifts, and 
sanctify and preserve us in the true faith. “For 
by grace have ye been saved through faith; and 
that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not of 
works, that no man should glory” (Eph. 2:8, Q). 
“No man can say Jesus is Lord, but in the FAfoly 
Spirits (le COL a9 2->)n8 -bomtena belongs all the 
glory for man’s spiritual life and salvation. 
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| VI 
CONCERNING JESUS CHRIST 


Sess. Who is Jesus? 

(a) ‘True God, begotten of the Father from 

7 eternity : 

“God so loved the world that he gave his only 

begotten Son” (John 3:16). “The Son of God is 
come....Ilhis is the true God, and eternal 
life’ (1 John 5:20). “The same was in the begin- 
ming with God. All things were made through 
him; and without him was not anything made that 
hath been made. In him was life” (John 1:2-4). 

(b) Also true man, born of the Virgin Mary: 
“There is one God, one mediator also between God 
and men, himself man, Christ Jesus, who gave him- 
Sema ransom for all’ (1 Tim. 2:5, 6). 

34. Why did the Son of God assume the human 
nature? 

“Faithful is the saying, and worthy of all ac- 
ceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners’ (1 Tim. 1:15). “We were recon- 
ciled to God through the death of his Son” (Rom. 
et )-. 

35. Was Jesus conceived and born with sin? 

“The angel said unto her (Mary), The Holy 
Spirit shall come upon thee, and the power of the 
Most High shall overshadow thee: wherefore, also 
the holy thing which is begotten shall be called the 
Son of God” (Luke 1:35). “Without sin” (Heb. 
4:15). 

36. From what has He redeemed you? 

(a) From all sins: “Jehovah hath laid on him 
the iniquity of us all” (Isaiah 53:6). “The blood 


: 
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of Jesus his Son cleanseth us from all sin” (1 
JohnxIs7): 

(b) From death: “Our Saviour, Christ Jesus, 
who abolished death, and brought life and im-— 
mortality to light through the gospel” (2 Tim. 
1:10). “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that 
heareth my word, and believeth him that sent me, 
hath eternal life, and cometh not into judgment, 
but hath passed out of death into life” (John 
5:24). 

(c) And from the power of the devil: “He that 
doeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from 
the beginning. To this end was the Son of God 
manifested, that he might destroy the works of the 
devil” (1 John 3:8). “Since then the children are 
sharers in flesh and blood, he also himself in like 
manner partook of the same; that through death 
he might bring to naught him that had the power 
of death, that is, the devil” (Heb. 2: 14). 

37. Wherewith has Christ redeemed you? 

“Knowing that ye were redeemed, not with cor- 
ruptible things, with silver or gold, . . . but with 
precious blood, as of a lamb without blemish and 
without spot, even the blood of Christ’ (1 Pet. 
THiS 10)e 

“For as through the one man’s (Adam’s) dis- 
’ obedience the many were made sinners, even so 
through the obedience of the one (Christ) shall 
the many be made righteous” (Rom. 5:19). 

38. For what purpose has Christ redeemed you? 

“He died for all, that they that live should no 
longer live unto themselves, but unto him who for 
their sakes died and rose again” (2 Cor. 5:15). 
“Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem 
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us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peo- 
ple for his own possession, zealous of good works” 
(Titus 2:14). 

39. What about His descent into hell? 

“Christ, being put to death in the flesh, but made 
alive in the spirit; in which also he went and 
preached unto the spirits in prison, that aforetime 
were disobedient” (1 Pet. 3:18-20). “Having 
despoiled the principalities and the powers, he made 
a show of them openly, triumphing over them in it” 
(Col. 2:15). Christ having been quickened in 
the spirit while His body was in the grave, ex- 
hibited Himself to the spirits in prison and tri- 
umphed over all His infernal enemies. 

40. How about Christ’s resurrection? 

Christ on the third day, victoriously, and with a 
glorified body, came forth from the grave and 
showed Himself alive unto His disciples. 

41. Why is the resurrection of Christ so com- 
forting to us? 

Because it is conclusive evidence: 

(a) That Christ is the Son of God, and that His 
doctrine, therefore, is the truth. “Who was de- 
clared to be the Son of God with power, according 
to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from 
the dead; even Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom. 1: 4). 

(b) That God the Father has accepted the sacri- 
fice of His Son for the reconciliation of the world. 
“Tf Christ hath not been raised, your faith is vain; 
ye are yet in your sins. . . . But now hath Christ 
been raised from the dead” (1 Cor. 15:17, 20). 

(c) That all believers shall rise unto eternal life. 
“Because I (Christ) live, ye shall live also” (John 
14:19). “I (Christ) am the resurrection and the 
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life: he that believeth on me, though he die, yet 


shall he live, and whosoever liveth and believeth on : 


me shall never die” (John 11: 25, 20). 

42. What about Christ’s ascension ? 

“He that descended is the same also that ascended 
far above all heavens, that he might fill all things” 
(Eph. 4:10). “Who is on the right hand of God, 
having gone into heaven; angels and authorities and 
powers being made subject unto him” (1 Pet. 
3:22). (God) “raised him from the dead, and made 
him to sit at his own right hand in the heavenly 
places, far above all rule, and authority, and power, 
and dominion, and every name that is named, not 
only in this world, but also in that which is to. 
come: and he put all things in subjection under his 
feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to 
the church, which is his body, the fullness of him 
that filleth all in all” (Eph. 1: 20-23). 

43. What about Christ’s coming to judgment? 

“This Jesus who was received up from you into 
heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye beheld 
him going into heaven” (Acts 1: 11).. “Thistisaae 
who is ordained of God to be the Judge of the liv- 
ing and the dead” (Acts Io: 42). “For we must all 
be made manifest before the judgment seat of 
Christ; that each one may receive the things done 
in the body, according to what he hath done, 
whether it be good or bad” (2 Cor. 5:10). ‘ 


VII 
CONCERNING THE Hoty Spirit AnD His Work 
44. Who is the Holy Spirit? 
The third person in the Holy Trinity, true God 
with the Father and the Son. 
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Seas. What is the office of the Holy Spirit? 


<4 


“He, when he is come, will convict the world in 


__ respect of sin, and of righteousness, and of judg- 


Ae regen. tle shall guide you into all truth... . 


He shall declare unto you the things that are to 
come. He shall glorify me (Christ): for he shall 


Bei. take of mine, and shall declare it unto you” (John 


16:8, 13, 14). “I will pray the Father, and he shall 
give you another Comforter, that he may be with 
you forever, even the Spirit of truth, whom the 
world cannot receive; for it beholdeth him not, 


_ neither knoweth him: ye (the disciples and all true 


Christians) know him; for he abideth with you 
and shall be in you” (John 14: 16, 17). 

46. To whom are we indebted for being Chris- 
tians ? 

“No man speaking in the Spirit of God saith, 
Jesus is anathema; and no man can say, Jesus is 
Lord, but in the Holy Spirit’ (1 Cor. 12:3). 

47. Through what means does the Holy Spirit 
call us to be Christians? 

“He (the Spirit) called you through our gospel, 
to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus 
Marist. (2 Lhess. 2:14). 

48. After we have received such call and heed 

. it, what? 

He enlightens us by His gifts. “Seeing it is God 
that said, Light shall shine out of darkness, who 
shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowl- 
edge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ” 
eeecor 4:0). 

49. What follows after enlightenment? 

Conversion—the turning from sin to God. 
“Open their eyes, that they may turn from dark- 
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ness to light and from the power of Satan unto 
God, that they may receive remission of sins and an 
inheritance among them that are sanctified by faith 
1i.mes CA CISia0 acs ye 

50. What are the two parts of conversion? 

Repentance and faith. “Repent ye, and believe 
in the gospel” (Mark 1:15). 

51. Define repentance. 

Repentance is a serious and holy sorrow of heart, 
leading the sinner to hate and turn from the sins 
made known to him by the Holy Spirit through the 
Word of God. 

52. What are the three elements of faith? 

Knowledge, assent, and confidence, the last being — 
chief. 

53. Who is the cause of saving faith? 

“God chose you from the beginning unto salva- 
tion in sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the 
rite (2h hessyzesia 

54. Why are not all who are called by the Holy 
Spirit through the gospel brought to faith and 
saved? 

“Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and 
ears, ye do always resist the Holy Spirit’ (Acts 
7:51): because “men loved the darkness rather than 
the light; for their works were evil” (John 3:19). 

55. After faith, what? 

Justification, which denotes that act by which the 
sinner, who is responsible for guilt and deserves 
punishment, but who believes in Christ, is for His 
sake, and because of His atonement for his sin, 
pronounced just by God the Judge. 

56. What two things take place in justification ? 

The remission of sins, and the imputation of the 
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righteousness of Christ. “But to him that worketh 
not, but believeth on him that justifieth the un- 
godly, his faith is reckoned for righteousness. Even 
as David also pronounceth blessing upon the man, 
unto whom God reckoneth righteousness apart from 
works, saying, Blessed are they whose iniquities are 
forgiven, and whose sins are covered” (Rom. 
a : 

57. What is regeneration? 

The restitution of spiritual life in those who be- 
fore were “dead through trespasses and sins” (Eph. 
2:1). “If any man is in Christ, he is a new crea- 
feeete2 Cor; 5:17). “Except one be born anew, 
he cannot see the kingdom of God” (John 3:3). 

58. What kind of a life will the regenerated man 
lead? 

“We are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the 
flesh; for if ye live after the flesh, ye must die; but 
if by the Spirit ye put to death the deeds of the 
body, ye shall live. For as many as are led by the 
Spirit of God, these are the sons of God” (Rom. 
8:12-14). He will do good works and strive to 
grow in holiness of heart and life. 

59. Will we be saved because of our good works? 

No; “for by grace have ye been saved through 
faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of 
God; not of works, that no man should glory” (Eph. 
2:8, 9). We will do good works because already 
born anew and saved by faith. 

60. What is sanctification? 

Sanctification is the putting on of the new man, 
the obtaining of inherent holiness of mind and heart. 
“That ye put away, as concerning your former 
manner of life, the old man that waxeth corrupt 
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bs: ang -- 
after the lusts of deceit; and that ye be renewed 


in the spirit of your mind, and put on the new man, 
that after God hath been created in righteousness - 


and holiness of truth” (Eph. 5: 22-24). 


VIII 
CONCERNING THE CHURCH 


61. What is the Church? 
“The Church is the congregation of the saints, in 
which the gospel is correctly taught, and the sacra- 
ments are properly administered.”—Augsburg Con- 

fession. 

62. Whose institution is the Church? 

“The church of the living God, the pillar and 
ground of the truth” (1 Tim. 3:15). 

63. What is the character of the Church? — 

“Christ also loved the church, and gave himself up 
for it; that he might sanctify it, having cleansed it 
by the washing of water with the word, that he 
might present the church to himself a glorious 
church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such 
thing; but that it should be holy and without blem- 
ish” (Eph. 5: 25-27). 

64. In what sense is the Church holy? 

The sins of those who constitute it, namely, the 
true believers, are washed away “in the blood of the 
Lamb” (Rev. 7:14), and hence they are holy, i.e., 
saints. They also serve God in the holy exercise 
of worship, Christian love and righteous works. 

65. But are there not many wicked and hypo- 
crites in the Church? 

“Although the wicked and ungodly hypocrites 
have feliowship with the true Church in external 
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signs, in name and offices, still if we would speak 
of the Church in the proper sense, we must speak 
of the Church which is the body of Christ, and has 


communion not only in external signs, but has the 
gifts, the Holy Spirit and faith in the heart.”— 
Dietrich. “God gave Christ to be the head over 
all things to the church, which is his body, the full- 
ness of him that-filleth all in all” (Eph. 1:22, 23). 
“Tf any man hath not the Spirit of Christ, he 1s 


mone oj; Ms: (Rom. 8:9): 


66. What attitude will the true believer take 
toward the external Church? 

The true believer desires to be counted among 
God’s people, for “Every one,’ says Christ, “who 
shall confess me before men, him will I also con- 
fess before my Father who is in heaven. But who- 
soever shall deny me before men, him will I also 
deny before my Father who is in heaven” (Matt. 
10: 32, 33). Church membership is a confession 
of Christ as non-membership is a denial of Him. 
In the beginning “the Lord added to them (the 
Church) day by day those that were saved” (Acts 
2:47). We cannot love Christ without loving His 
Church, instituted for our salvation. 


lex 
CONCERNING THE Hoty SCRIPTURES 


67. -What is the Bible? 

“It is the Word of God, written by the inspira- 
tion of the Holy Ghost, by the holy Prophets in 
the Old Testament, and by the Apostles and Evan- 
gelists in the New Testament, to make us wise unto 
salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.” 
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“The sacred writings which are able to make thee 
wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ 
Jesus. Every Scripture inspired of God is also — 
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction, which is in righteousness; that the 
man of God may be complete, furnished completely 
unto every good work” (2 Tim. 3:15-17). 
“Blessed are they that hear the word of God, and 
keep it” (Luke 11: 28). 

68. What do you understand by inspiration? 

“No prophecy ever came by the will of man; but 
men spake from God, being moved by the Holy 
Spirit” (2 Pet. 1:21). God so moved, guided 
and controlled the writers, that they recorded pre- 
cisely what He desired to have recorded; and, when 
necessary, divinely revealed truths or facts. 


xX 
CONCERNING THE MEANS OF GRACE 


69. What are the means of grace? 

The means of grace are the Word of God, and 
the Sacraments of Holy Baptism and the Lord’s 
Supper; the divinely appointed channels through 
which God makes known, offers and communicates 
His saving favor to sinners. 

70. In what way is the Word a means of grace? 

“The gospel is the power of God unto salvation 
to everyone that believeth” (Rom. 1:16). “It is 
the spirit that giveth life; the flesh profiteth noth- 
ing: the words that I have spoken unto you are 
spirit, and are life’ (John 6:63). “The word of 
God is living, and active, and sharper than any 
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two-edged sword, and piercing even to the dividing 
of soul and spirit, and of both joints and marrow, 
-and quick to discern the thoughts and intents of 
the heart” (Heb. 4:12). “Having been begotten 
again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, 
through the word of God, which liveth and abid- 
ereeet i ret. 1:23). “Receive with meekness the 
implanted word, which 1s able to save your souls’ 
(James 1:21). It is called “the ministration of the 
spirit’ (2 Cor. 3:8); and we are told to “take the 
helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God” (Eph. 6:17). That 
is, the Word of God is the means through which 
God conveys to us His Spirit, who, through the 
Word, convicts us of our sin, convinces us of the 
truth of the gospel (which “to the natural man is 
foolishness”), converts us from sin to God, and 
brings into being the new spiritual life, for by 
nature we are “dead through trespasses and sins” 
Grp. 2:1). 

71. How may a Sacrament be defined? 

A Sacrament is a holy rite, appointed by God, 
through which, by means of external and visible 
elements, saving grace is imparted to man, or, if 
he already possesses it, is assured to him. 

72. What three things are necessary to make a 
Sacrament? 

The three things necessary to make a Sacrament 
are, the divine institution, the visible element, and 
the heavenly gifts. 

73. Does the efficacy of the Sacrament depend on 
the faith of the recipient? 

No, but on the fact that the intention of Christ 
be observed in the external act, for the Sacrament 


is not founded on the holiness of man, but on the 
Word of God. : 

74. On what does the good or evil effect of the 
Sacrament depend? | 

On the faith or unbelief of the recipient: “for 
he that eateth and drinketh, eateth and drinketh 
judgment unto himself, if he discern not the body” 
(1 Cor. 11:29); and “wherefore whosoever shall 
eat the bread or drink the cup of the Lord in an 
unworthy manner, shall be guilty of the body and 
the blood of the Lord™ (1 Cor tir s27e 

75. What is the primary design of the Sacra- 
ments ? 

The offering, conferring, applying, and sealing 
of gospel grace. Gospel grace is offered to all who 
use the Sacraments; it is conferred on those who 
worthily use them; it is applied and sealed to adult 
believers. Hence, they are not merely significative 
signs, but they also present and tender what they 
set forth, for this is included already in the idea 
of a Sacrament as a means of grace to salvation. 

76. What are the secondary designs of the Sacra- 
ments ? 

(a) That they may be marks of the Church, by 
which it is distinguished from unbelievers. 

(b) That they may be monuments of the benefits 
Ope Cnrist.. (ee iker2aros) 

(c) That they may be bonds of love and the 
nerves of public assemblies, (See Eph. 4:5 and 1 
ComgiO-tiy») 

(d) That they may be incitements to godly living. 
(See Rom. 6: 4.) 
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: XI 
_ CONCERNING THE SACRAMENT OF Hoty Baptism 


77. What is the meaning of the word “baptize” ? 

Applying water by washing, pouring, sprinkling 
or immersing. | 
= 78. What gifts or benefits does baptism confer? 
- “It works forgiveness of sins, delivers from death 
____ and the devil, and gives everlasting salvation to all 

who believe what the words and promises of God 
declare.”’—Luther’s Small Catechism. “He that be- 
lieveth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that 
disbelieveth shall be condemned” (Mark 16:16). 
Where there is salvation there is also forgiveness 
of sins and deliverance from death and the devil. 
“Having cleansed it (the Church—the saved) by the 
washing of water with the word” (Eph. 5:26). 

79. How can water do such great things? 

“Tt 1s not water indeed that does it, but the word 
of God, which is in and with the water, and faith 
which trusts this word of God in the water. For 
without the word of God, the water is simply 
water, and no baptism. But with the word of 
God, it is a baptism, that is, a gracious water of life 
and a washing of regeneration in the Holy Ghost; 
as St. Paul says (Titus 3: 5-8): ‘According to his 
mercy he saved us, through the washing of regen- 
eration and renewing of the Holy Spirit, which he 
poured out upon us richly, through Jesus Christ 
our Saviour; that, being justified by his grace, we 
might be made heirs according to the hope of eter- 
nal life. Faithful is the saying.’”’—Luther’s Small 
Catechism, 


28 WHAT LUTHERANS BELIEVE 


80. Why do the Scriptures call baptism “the 
washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy 
Spirit” ? | 

Baptism is called “the washing of regeneration 
and renewing of the Holy Spirit” because it is not 
merely a symbol, or pledge, but is the instrumental 
mediating cause of regeneration and renewal which 
is wrought by the Holy Spirit as the efficient agent. 
“Having been buried with him (Christ) in baptism, 
wherein ye were also raised with him through faith 
in the working of God, who raised him from the 
dead. And you, being dead through your tres- 
passes and the uncircumcision of your flesh, you, 
I say, did he make alive together with him, having 
forgiven us all our trespasses; having blotted out 
the bond written in ordinances that was against us, 
which was contrary to us; and he hath taken it 
out of the way, nailing it to the cross” (Col. 2: 12- 
14). “Or are ye ignorant that all we who were 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 
death? We were buried therefore with him 
through baptism into death: that like as Christ was 
raised from the dead through the glory of the 
Father, so we also might walk in newness of life. 
For if we have become united with him in the like- 
ness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness 
of his resurrection; knowing this, that our old man 
was crucified with him, that the body of sin might 
be done away, that so we should no longer be in 
bondage to sin; for he that hath died is justified 
from sin. But if we died with Christ, we believe 
that we shall also live with him; knowing that 
Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; 
death no more hath dominion over him’? (Rom. 


eo _ WHAT LUTHERANS BELIEVE 29 
ery. “Be baptized, and wash away thy sins, 
ae on his name” (Acts 22:16). 

«81. Why is it both our right and duty to baptize 
little children? 

(a) They, too, are in need of regeneration, for, 
“That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that 
which is born of the Spirit is spirit” (John 3:6) 
and “Except one be born of water and the Spirit, 
he cannot enter into the kingdom of God” (John 


ai : 5) G 

f (b) They, too, are included in “all the nations” 
who are to be made disciples by “baptizing them” 
(Matt. 28: 19), for there can be no nation without 
children. 

(c) Our Lord declares: “Suffer the little children 
to come unto me; forbid them not; for to such be- 
longeth the kingdom of God” (Mark 10:14). Bap- 
tism is the only means by which we can bring them 
unto Him into His kingdom. 

(d) In the Old Testament infants were made 
members of the Church by circumcision by express 
command on the eighth day (Gen. 17: 12), and in 
the New Testament baptism takes the place of cir- 
cumcision. 

(e) There is nothing in God’s Word forbidding 
the baptism of infants, which would certainly be 
the case if in the New Testament infant church 
membership should be discontinued. On the other 
hand, Peter, full of the Holy Spirit, says on the day 
of Pentecost, ‘ ‘Be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ unto the remission of your 
sins; and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. For to you is the promise, and to your chil- 
dren” (Acts 2: 38, 39). 
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(f) Entire families were baptized by the Apos- 
tles: Lydia ‘was baptized, and her household” 
(Acts 16:15); the Philippian jailer “was baptized, 
he and all his, immediately” (Acts 16:33); Paul 
“baptized also the household of Stephanas” (1 
Cormsiclose 

(g) Infant baptism was the universal practice 
of the Christian Church until the time of the Re- 
formation; since that time it has been the custom 
of the great body of the Christian Church. 

82. For what purpose have sponsors been intro- 
duced? 

They are to testify that the children have been 
properly baptized, to assist in caring for their 
proper Christian education, and to pray for them. 
“Baptizing them into the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit: teaching them 
to observe all things whatsoever I commanded you” 
(Matt. 28:19). Normally, we are to be made dis- 
ciples of Jesus as infants, and later taught the will 
of God as we grow up. 


XIT 


CONCERNING THE SACRAMENT OF THE Lorp’s 
SUPPER 


83. What are the visible, external signs in this 
Sacrament? . 

Bread, prepared of flour; and wine, the fruit of 
the vine. 

84. What does Christ give us under these ex- 
ternal signs? 

In, with and under the bread He gives us His 
true body: in, with and under the wine He gives 
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___. us His true blood: the bread and the wine remain- 


ing unchanged. 

___ 85. Why is it inadmissible to take the words 

“This is my body” and “This is my blood” (Matt. 
26: 26, 28) in an improper and figurative sense? 

(a) Because Jesus expressly says that He dis- 
tributes to us that “body which is given for you” 
and that “blood, even that which is poured out for 
you” (Luke 22:19, 20). 

(b) Because St. Paul expressly says: “The cup 
of blessing which we bless, is it not a communion 
of the blood of Christ? The bread which we break, 
is it not a communion of the body of Christ?” (1 
Cor. 10:16); and “Whosoever shall eat the bread 
or drink the cup of the Lord in an unworthy man- 
ner, shall be guilty of the body and the blood of the 
me (i Cor. 11:27). 

(c) Because they are the words of institution of 
a divine ordinance and words of a divine covenant, 
when no figurative language would be used. “He 
is the mediator of a new covenant (or testament)” 
(Heb. 9:15). And as the following verses show, 
this new covenant is made effective by His death 
and blood. [To make that covenant effective with 
us the body which He gave and the blood which 
He poured out for us, is given us with the bread 
and the wine in the Sacrament. ] 

(d) The word “IS” cannot stand for REPRE- 
SENTS. 

(e) A figurative interpretation would remove 
the distinction between the Old and the New Testa- 
ments; for it is peculiar to the Old Testament to 
have mere signs, but not to the New. “The law 
having a shadow of the good things to come, not 
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the very image of the things” (Heb. 10:1). 
86. What benefits are derived from suc 
and drinking? a 
“It is shown us by these words: ‘Given and shed 
for you, for the remission of sins’; namely, that 
in the Sacrament forgiveness of sins, life and sal-_ 
vation are given us through these words. For 
where there is forgiveness of sins, there is also 
life and salvation.”—Luther’s Small Catechism. 
87. Why is this Sacrament called a communion? _ 
Because it brings us into a most intimate union 
both with Christ and with one another. “He that __ 
eateth my flesh and drinketh my blood abideth in 
me, and I in him” (John 6:56). “We, who are ~— 
many, are one bread, one body: for we all partake __ 
of the one bread” (1 Cor. 10:17). 

88. Who obtain remission of sins in the Sacra- 
ment ? 

Only believers, for “He that eateth and drink-— 
eth, eateth and drinketh judgment unto himself, 
if he discern not the body” (1 Cor. 11:29). 

89. When are we well prepared for the Sacra- 
ment? 

When we truly repent of our sins, believe in 
Jesus Christ; and have the good and earnest pur- 
pose, with the help of God, to mend our sinful 
lives, renouncing all, even the most cherished sins. 
“Let a man prove himself, and so let him eat of the 
bread, and drink of the cup” (1 Cor. 11: 28). 

90. What shall we do when we feel wholly un- 
worthy ? 

If we feel wholly unworthy, but have a sincere 
longing for grace and strength to overcome sin, we 
indeed trustfully confess our sins and go to com- 
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Or t, a “Blessed are the poor in spirit: for 
e oo of heaven. Blessed are they 


oy. Why should we often zo to the Lord’s 
Table? . 

Because we need a stronger faith, a warmer love, 
4 aA closer nearness to Christ. 


as 


G07! 
CONCERNING THE Last THINGS 


_ g2. Name and define the three kinds of death. 
(a) The Spiritual Death, which is the separation 
of the soul from God, brought about by sin, “Dead 
through your trespasses and sins” (Eph. 2:1). 

(b) The Physical Death, which is the separa- 
tion of body and soul, also caused by sin, “for the 
wages of sin is death” (Rom. 6: 23) in all three of 
its forms. 

(c) The Eternal Death, which is the eternal sep- 
aration of the soul and the resurrected body from 
God and consignment to eternal torment. “These 
shall go away into eternal punishment” (Matt. 25: 
46). “And death and Hades gave up their dead 
that were in them; and they were judged every 
man according to their works. And death and 
Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the 
second death, even the lake of fire.” (Rev. 20: 
13,14.) | 

93. Mention some of the general signs of the last 
day. 
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(a) The multiplication of heresies. (See Matt. — a 


2435; 2) hessic2: 3-127). 

(b) Seditions throughout the entire world aris- 
ing from wars, famines, pestilences and earth- 
quakes. (See Matt. 24: 6-8.) 

(c) Dreadful persecutions of the godly. (See 
Matt. 24:9; Mark 13:9.) | | 

(d) Careless security, defiant wickedness and 
extreme depravity of life. (See Matt. 24:12, 
37-39;2 Pet. 3% 2; 22 inies ame 

(e) The universal preaching of the gospel 
throughout the world. (See Matt. 24:14; Mark 
T2alOs) 

94. When will Christ come again? 

“Of that day or that hour knoweth no one, not 
even the angels in heaven, neither the Son, but the 
Father. Take ye heed, watch and pray; for ye 
know not when the time is’ (Mark 13:32, 33). 
“In an hour that ye think not the Son of man com- 
eth’ (Matt. 24:44). “The Lord cometh as a thief 
in the night. When they are saying peace and 
sadyety (ibness aoe 2na ). 

95. How will the Lord come again? 

Suddenly “as the lightning cometh forth from 
the east, and is seen even unto the west’ (Matt. 
24:27); “and they shall see the Son of man coming 
onthe clouds of heaven with power and great 
glory. And he shall send forth his angels with a 
great sound of a trumpet’ (Matt. 24:30, 31. 
See also Matt. 25:31; 1 Thess. 4: 15-18.) 

96. What will take place at the Lord’s coming? 

The general resurrection of the dead and the 
final judgment. “He (the Father) gave him au- 
thority to execute judgment, because he is the Son 
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of man. Marvel not at this: for the hour cometh, 
in which all that are in the tombs shall hear his 
voice, and shall come forth; they that have done 
good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that 
have done evil, unto the resurrection of judgment” 

(John 5: 27- 29). “We must all be made manifest 
before the judgment seat of Christ; that each one 
may receive the things done in the body, according 
to what he hath done, whether it be good or bad” 
f2sCor, 5:10). 

97. What work must be the basis of all other 
works leading to justification? 

“They said therefore unto him, What must we 
do, that we may work the works of God? ae 
answered and said unto them, This is the work of 
God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent” 
(John 6: 28, 29). 

98. What follows after the judgment? 

“These (the unrighteous) shall go away into 
eternal punishment: but the righteous into eternal 
hfe’ (Matt. 25: 46). 

g9. Describe the condition of the blest in heaven. 

They are “before the throne of God; and they 
serve him day and night in his temple; and he that 
sitteth on the throne shall spread his tabernacle 
over them. They shall hunger no more, neither 
thirst any more; neither shall the sun strike upon 
them, nor any heat: for the Lamb that is in the 
midst of the throne shall be their shepherd, and 
shall guide them unto fountains of waters of life: 
and God shall w ipe away every tear from their 
eyes” (Rev. 7: 15-17). 

100. What is the final invitation of Scripture to 
all men? 


that heareth, let him s 

athirst, let him come: he tha: d 

water of life freely” (Rev. 22:1 
WILL YOU? — 
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